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exercise in political strategy. Some of my listeners
took the objects of the freethinkers quite seriously
and started to discuss with me related philosophical
problems. Others understood rapidly, could read
between the lines. Many promised to come to our first
meeting, and they did come. The jobs assigned to me
for this assembly were a speech on the separation of
state and church in France and an explanation of the
aims and statutes of the Proletarian Freethinkers. Of
the latter I did not know much more than most in the
audience. The necessary documents had not arrived
on time. Even to the present day I do not under-
stand why the workers must have a freethinkers3
organization of their own. Nevertheless, I must have
answered the many pointed questions satisfactorily,
for after ample discussion the decision to found the
group won almost unanimous approval.
From this start until the founding of the Independent
Socialist party at Easter, 1917, the freethinkers' group
was the rallying-place of the opponents of war. It
was not always easy to meet. Many persons active
in our group were well-known political leaders, and
very soon the police began to take an interest in us.
Furious defenders of the war denounced our real
purpose to the owners of assembly halls, and it became
ever more difficult to obtain a meeting-place. Many
times, when a meeting with a speaker from Berlin
had been arranged, I would be told, when I came to
the hall, that the place could not be put at our dis-
posal. It was useless to argue with the inn-keeper.
The only thing to do was to look for another place.
Yet, despite every obstacle, we succeeded in holding
all our scheduled meetings.